
“More than ever we need the geographer’s skills and foresight to help us learn 

about the planet – how we use it and how we abuse it.” (Michael Palin) 

 

The importance of Geography: Why do we study it? 

 

We live in a world of amazing beauty, infinite complexity and rigorous challenge. Geography is the subject 

which opens the door to this dynamic world and prepares each one of us for the role of global citizen in 

the 21st century. Through studying geography, people of all ages begin to appreciate how places and 

landscapes are formed, how people and environments interact, what consequences arise from our 

everyday decisions, and what a diverse range of cultures and societies exist and interconnect. Geography 

is a subject which builds on young people’s own experiences, helping them to formulate questions, 

develop their intellectual skills and find answers to issues affecting their lives. It introduces them to 

distinctive investigative tools such as maps, fieldwork and the use of powerful digital communication 

technologies. It opens their eyes to the beauty and wonder around them and acts as a source of 

inspiration and creativity. More than this, it ensures that they appreciate the complexity of attitudes and 

values which shape the way we use and misuse the environment. Through geography, people learn to 

value and care for the planet and all its inhabitants. 

You will find that Geography at GCSE is an interesting, relevant and challenging subject; equally important 

is that students have enjoyed it. A significant number continue to A2 and to Geography or related 

subjects at university. 

 

 

Useful Abbreviations 

 

CBD — Central Business District  

 

CFC — Chlorofluorocarbon 

 

GDP — Gross Domestic Product  

 

GNI — Gross National Income 

 

HDI — Human Development Index  

 

HIC — High Income Country 

 

HYV — High Yielding Variety  

 

LIC — Low Income Country 

 

MIC — Medium Income Country  

 

NIC — Newly Industrialised Country 

 

PQLI — Physical Quality of Life Index  

 

TNC — Transnational company 

 



IGCSE Geography: Course Summary for current 5th year 
For current 5th form (Sept 2012), there is one exam paper of 2hrs 45mins. 

There is no examined coursework but some fieldwork write-ups are required. 

For current 5th form (Sept 2012) 
 

Section A — The natural environment and people (Complete two of the three topics): 
1. River environments 

2. Coastal environments* 

3. Hazardous environments* 
 

Section B — People and their environments (Complete two of the three topics): 
4. Economic activity and energy* 
5. Ecosystems and rural environments 

6. Urban environments* 
 

Section C — Global issues (Complete one of the three topics): 
7. Fragile environments 

8. Globalisation and migration* 
9. Development and human welfare 

* topics indicate those YOU are studying for the exam, ignore the others! 

The paper will be a question and answer booklet and students have to answer: 

 two questions from a choice of three in Section A 

 two questions from a choice of three in Section B 

 one question from a choice of three in Section C 

 



IGCSE Geography: Course Summary current 4th year 
 

For current 4th form (Sept 2012), there is one exam paper of 3hrs 

There is no examined coursework but some fieldwork write-ups are required. 

For current 4th form (Sept 2012) 
 

Section A — The natural environment and people (Complete two of the three topics): 
1. River environments 

2. Coastal environments* 

3. Hazardous environments* 
 

Section B — People and their environments (Complete two of the three topics): 
4. Economic activity and energy* 
5. Ecosystems and rural environments 

6. Urban environments* 
 

Section C — Practical Geographical Enquiry  
 The development of practical geographical enquiry skills related to the investigation of each selected topic 

from Sections A and B. 

 

Section D – Global issues (Complete one of the three topics): 
7. Fragile environments 

8. Globalisation and migration* 
9. Development and human welfare 

* topics indicate those YOU are studying for the exam, ignore the others! 

The paper will be a question and answer booklet and students have to answer: 

 two questions from a choice of three in Section A 
 two questions from a choice of three in Section B 

 one question from a choice of three in Section C 



 

4th Year (Yr10) 

Autumn Urban Environments Required case studies 

Urbanisation,  suburbanisation and counter-urbanisation 

Mega cities 

Urban problems 

 

Local fieldwork: Environmental quality survey  

Segregation of land uses and population  

Shanty towns in LICs  

London 

Rio 

Land use changes on edge of HIC cities  

Social deprivation and inner cities in HICs 

Urban regeneration 

 

 

London 

Spring Hazardous Environments 

Types of hazard: climate & tectonic 

Distribution: causes & characteristics 

Measurement 

 

Impact of natural hazards: short and long term 

Why people live in risky areas 

LIC v HIC impacts 

Managing hazards: before and after events 

Prediction and preparation 

Response: short and long term 

One tropical storm & one tectonic 

event (one for an LIC and one 

HIC). 

Summer Coasts 

Processes: marine & subaerial processes 

Landforms: erosion & deposition 

Factors influencing landforms: geology, vegetation, people & sea-level 

 

Ecosystems: coral reefs or sand dunes 

Distribution factors 

 

Threats and management 

Conflicts & coastlines under pressure: e.g. development v conservation 

Coastal retreat & management: hard and soft defences 

coral reef or sand dune 

Cuckmere 

Holderness 

5th Year (Yr11) 

Autumn Globalisation and Migration 

Rise of global economy 

Manufacturing shift 

TNCs: benefits and costs to hosts 

 

 

One TNC 

Growth of global tourism 

Impact of mass tourism 

Sustainable tourism 

Spain: mass tourism 

 

A sustainable tourism destination 

Migration & population change 

Types of migration: push-pull factors 

Managing migration: refugees & asylum seekers 

Mexico to USA 

 

UK: controlling migration. 

Spring Economic Activity and Energy 

Types of employment 

Employment changes with development 

Informal employment 

 

Sectoral shifts in UK and Brazil 

Tertiary and Quaternary industry: location and growth 

Manufacturing industry: changing location 

M4 corridor: High tech  

South Wales employment changes 

Energy demand & energy gap 

Precious energy and efficiency 

Renewable & non-renewable sources 

 

 


