
 

 

OCR AS Geography - Examiners’ Tips 
 

 

1. Be careful to answer the correct questions.  All answers will be marked, and the best mark is taken, but 

at the cost of the quality of the answers. 

 

2. Avoid lengthy case study material that does not help to answer the question.   

 

3. Don’t overspill at the sides and bottom.  Use the extra paper provided.  Label clearly on the original 

script that it is continued and give the question number on the extra paper. 

 

4. Be careful to EXPLAIN cause/effect links rather than just stating e.g. ‘the river is good for transport’ 

is not a full answer.  WHY? Size? Cost? Use? 

 

5. Make sure that you know the difference between DESCRIBE and EXPLAIN. 

 

6. When asked to EXAMINE you need to describe, explain and comment. 

 

7. Make sure that you know the difference between SOCIAL and ECONOMIC.  Socio-economic means 

both! 

 

8. Know the specification - it will give you clues to help you interpret photographs on the exam.  They 

will only show images of things mentioned in the spec! 

 

9. SCALE is essential.  E.g. don’t make a sweeping statement like ‘high birth rate’ without backing it up 

with specific figures. 

 

10. Case studies from the text books are fine - it is how you use them that is important. 

 

11. Essay structure is important.  Include an introduction, development and conclusion.  
 

12. Introductions should set the context and define the terms. 

 

13. Spell out to the examiner that you are concluding by writing ‘In conclusion…’ The conclusion should 

include your OPINION and should answer the question. 

 

14. Management issues are usually related to development i.e. management is needed BECAUSE of 

development. 

 

15. Underline the COMMAND word, circle the TOPIC and put a wiggly line under the FOCUS/KEY word. 

 

16. SUSTAINABILITY is the thread that runs through all the topics.  Make sure that you know a 

definition and refer to it when possible.  Understand the fact that it involves a balance between 

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC and ENVIRONMENTAL needs. 

 

17. When asked to ‘describe the pattern’ give the overall trend then variations/changes and then 

anomalies.  Use data as evidence. 

 

18. Cost / benefit analysis is used in the best answers when asked to examine an issue. 


