
Name________________  Teacher_____________ 

River data recording sheet 

In your group of 6, you will record data on a straight and meandering section of the river. 

Team X-Section: 3 x people:  
 

- You will need to complete a total of 3 cross sections at each site (to get an average) 
 

Team Velocity: 3 x people:  
 

- You will measure the velocity of the river over the 3 cross sections by placing the biscuit in the 
centre of the stream, and timing how long it takes to travel 5m 

 
As a group, you will then observe and time the biscuit moving along both banks to see how the velocity varies 

across the stream 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Site number: __________ 
Site: Straight or meander 

Observations 
 

Width of stream (m) 
 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Dist from left hand bank (m) 
 

 

       

Depth(cm) 
 

 

       

Time taken for ball to travel 

5m (sec) (looking upstream) 

Left hand bank Centre of stream Right hand side 

   

Velocity (centre) 

(D/T) (m/s) 

   

2 Site number: __________ 

Site: Straight or meander 
Observations 

 

Width of stream (m) 
 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Dist from left hand bank (m) 
 

 

       

Depth(cm) 
 

 

       

Time taken for ball to travel 

5m (sec) (looking upstream) 

Left hand bank Centre of stream Right hand side 

   

Velocity (centre) 

(D/T) (m/s) 

   

3 Site number: __________ 

Site: Straight or meander 
Observations 

 

Width of stream (m) 
 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Dist from left hand bank (m) 
 

 

       

Depth(cm) 
 

 

       

Time taken for ball to travel 

5m (sec) (looking upstream) 

Left hand bank Centre of stream Right hand side 

   

Velocity (centre) 

(D/T) (m/s) 

   



Name________________  Teacher_____________ 

Questions to think about as a group during the day: 

 

1) What do you notice about the clarity and colour of the water? Try to come up with a sensible 

geographical theory to answer this! 

 

 

2) How does the sediment size change across the width of the river? Make a note of the rough 

variety in size of the sediment in your “observations” section 

 

 

 

3) Try and find the Oxbow Lake. As you measure the width and depth of the stream along the straight 

section and the meander, see if you can come up with a theory to explain the formation of an Oxbow Lake 

 

 

 

4) Draw a sketch map at one of your sites in the space below. State whether you are looking up or 

down stream. Don’t forget to add labels, and include lots of detail (a photograph alone is not good enough!) 


